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Fincling [nelepencencs, Hope:
Pairicing Taltanc’s Stony

When Patricina was first diagnosed with diabetes, she
struggled to accept it. Denial was her first response, but over
time, she learned that managing her health was the only way
forward. Then came an even greater challenge—losing her
right leg below the knee. Adjusting to life with a wheelchair
was not easy, and she often found herself longing for the
freedom to walk, work, and live more independently.

With the encouragement of her sister, Patricina connected
with the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) eight years
ago. She met with a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor
(VRC) to explore options for receiving a prosthesis and job
training. At first, the process seemed overwhelming. She
doubted herself, especially since she never graduated from
high school. But she knew deep down that she wanted to
prove—to herself most of all—that she could still build a
meaningful life.

Patricina describes her prosthesis as her “miracle.” She takes
great care of it, though she also understands that daily use
means repairs and replacements will eventually be needed.
Over time, she learned that new prosthetic desighs and
materials can make everyday life easier and help her stay
independent. “Maintaining a healthy lifestyle, keeping up
with new inventions, and never giving up helped me through
the dark days of my life,” she shared.

Through OVR, Patricina not only received her prosthesis but
also gained access to training in computer and office skills.
She was never ashamed to ask for help, and she discovered
that seeking assistance was, in fact, a strength. Her six
months of On-the-Job Training as an office clerk at the
Center for Living Independently gave her the confidence to
pursue more opportunities. Today, she serves as a part-time
Independent Living Services Trainer at the same Center—
helping others on their own journey toward independence.
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Patricina Taitano is proof that helping
one person can lead to helping many

others.

Her prosthesis has given her more
than mobility—it has restored her
sense of freedom, purpose, and
hope. “l see the world as a stage
where anyone can shine and say, ‘|
can do anything,” Patricina says
with a smile.

Patricina’s story h
reminds us all that

with faith, support,

obstacles can be- ‘ ,
come stepping

and perseverance,
stones to a brighter future.







