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A Journey of Hope: Connie C. Atalig’s Story

Meet Connie C. Atalig — a woman whose story reminds us that
new beginnings are always possible when hope and
opportunity come together.

For many years, Connie lived with a physical disability that
made it difficult to move around and enjoy even the simple
things in life. It wasn’t just her mobility that was affected; it
took a toll on her confidence too. “I stayed home most of the
time,” Connie shared. “l didn’t think there was much more out
there for me.”

That changed when Connie learned about the Office of
Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) and the services available for
people with disabilities who want to work. She reached out —
and what she found was a team of caring, compassionate
counselors who believed in her and her potential.

With their support, Connie received work experience training,
on-the-job training, assistive technology, transportation
assistance, and other essential services like police clearance,
drug testing, and work apparel. Little by little, she gained back
her confidence and independence.

In September 2012, Connie was hired as a full-time
Administrative Assistant with the Department of Public Works
— arole she held with pride and dedication for over a decade.

In December 2024, Connie happily retired from public service.
These days, she enjoys spending time socializing with her peers
at the Office on Aging, staying connected with her community
and making the most of her well-earned retirement.

Her story reminds us all that with kindness, opportunity, and
courage, lives can change in beautiful ways.

We wish Connie all the best as she continues to embrace this
new chapter. Congratulations, Connie — and thank you for
inspiring us!

Connie happily poses with her Certificate of
Appreciation honoring her committed and
loyal public service to DPW.
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“Ray” of Hope: Empowering Lives SRC Members Convene for
Through VR
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Employers: Access No-Cost Business Services with OVR
The Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) offers no-cost services to help businesses create inclusive,
supportive workplaces. Services include consultations on job accommodations, disability employment training,
and funding opportunities for On-the-Job Training (OJT).

We also provide resources on building a diverse workforce and disability employment laws. To learn more, call
us at (670) 322-6537/38 or email us at nmidir@ovrgov.net. We’d love to connect!
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